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121st freshman class first to include females
by David Hile
News Editor
Rose welcomes a record
breaking class in terms of size and
academic achievements as the
first coeducational class in school
history begins classes.
A total of 465 freshmen began
classes Thursday, approximately
one hundred more than numbers
in recent history. In addition to the
large number of freshmen, 35 students have transferred from various institutions.
The first coeducational class
includes 80 female students. In
addition, fourteen women have
transferred including members of
last year's ISU-RHIT consortium
program.
The class of 1999 has the
highest SAT scores of any incoming class in Rose history. The
median SAT scores were 570 and
700 for the verbal and mathematics sections respectively. Over 20
percent of the class ranked first,
second or third in their high
school class with 92 percent ranking within the top fifth of their
class.
Much of the credit for the academic strength of the class is
given to coeducation and the
resulting increase in the prospective pool of students. '
Chuck Howard, director of

admissions, says that the pool of
students not only increased with
respect to females but males whc
wanted to attend a coeducationa
school. Last year, admission:
hosted a record number of visitors, over 1400.
Beyond SAT scores, Howarc
was impressed that many in this
year's freshman class took
advanced courses in high school
andfurther "went the extra mile in
preparation" for Rose-Hulman.
Tom Miller, assistant dean of
students, feels that this class has
brought a rejuvenating attitude to.
campus in addition to its " aca-•
demic success.
"There is an atmosphere that
is more positive than its ever
been," said Miller.
Miller added that excitement
for the upcoming year has not
only been prevalent throughout
the new class but has been contagious to upperclassmen as well as
to faculty, staff and administration.
While entering freshmen have
given a positive outlook for
returning students, staff and faculty the opposite is also true.
Freshman Kimberly Haden
found that the friendliness of
everyone on campus "really
makes you feel like you belong
here."

Incoming students unpack and prepare to move into BSB. Freshman Orientation began sunciay.
File Photo

Ryan Vaught based on placeScott Sikora had similar feelings stating simply,"I like it here, ment tests taken during orientation expects this quarter to be
it has a family atmosphere."
hard."I feel like I haven't studied
Some of the positive feelings
for a while."
may soon change as freshmen
For Kim Whitesell the diffibegin a full slate of classes, homework and the usual Rose routine. culties of Rose will not be all the
Several freshmen began foresee- hard work but the material. This
ing these difficulties during orien- feeling came after a math test durtation.
ing orientation
where she

"couldn't remember how to do
logs."
On the whole the class appears
confident that it can succeed at
Rose and make the transition from
high school.
Keith Rinaldo expects he will
be able to excel this year but
states that "I might actually have
to apply myself."
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Construction is underway on
the expansion of Olin Hall to create eight new classrooms designed
for advanced technology instruction.

dent Samuel Hulbert.

"The expansion will provide
flexible learning space that can be
changed to take advantage of
technology-driven advancements
Expansion has been made pos- in education," Hulbert said.
sible through a $3.5 million award
The gift also enables the colto Rose-Hulman from the F.W. lege to achieve the goal for flexiFoundation
announced ble learning classrooms that is
Olin
August 25.
part of its 10-year, $100 million

F.W. Olin Foundation; William
Schmidt, Foundation treasurer;
and Rose-Hulman Vice President
for Academic Affairs James Eifert.

ible learning space should make it
Possible for Rose-Hulman to
remain at the leading edge of
engineering education," Milas
said.
Hulbert said the Foundation's
reputation for leadership among
philanthropic organizations will
enhance Rose-Hulman's efforts
to obtain future gifts from foundations, corporations and individuals.
The financial support from the
Foundation is made through its
special grant program.
Grants

Construction on the addition,
which will extend north and west
of the existing 56,000-squarefoot F.W. Olin Hall, will begin in
the next few months. The addition will be completed by late
The two-story, 18,500-square- Vision to be the Best development
1996.
program.
foot addition will house classA ceremonial groundbreaking
rooms equipped with state-of-the"Rose-Hulman has provided
art computer systems and interac- for the expansion was also con- important leadership in advanctive educational technologies, ducted August 25 by Hulbert, ing engineering education toward
See "OLIN" page 3
according to Rose-Hulman Presi- Lawrence Milas, president of the a new paradigm and the new flex-
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Comedian John Heffron to Perform

MEETINGS I GATHERINGS
Sat., Sept. 2- Intervarsity "Green Spaghetti" Dinner, Main Dining Room
Wed., Sept. 6- President's Administrative Council, Faculty/Staff
Dining Room,8 a.m.
Wed., Sept. 6- Supervisory Training Workshop, Hulman Union,9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 9- Solar Phantom/Sunrayce Recognition Dinner, Main
Dining Room,7 p.m.
Sept. 13- President's Administrative Council, PA Room,8 a.m.
Sept. 14- ASME General Meeting

Sat., Sept. 2-Football, at Washington University, St. Louis, 1:30 p.m.(WSDMAM 1130, 1:15 p.m.)
Sat., Sept. 2- Cross Country, at Sycamore Pride Run, Indiana State Univ.,9 a.m.
Tue., Sept. 5- Soccer, Marian College, Jim Rendel Field, 4 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 6- Hallympics
Thurs., Sept. 7- Hallympics
Fri., Sept. 8- Hallympics
Sat., Sept. 9- Football, at Millsaps College, Jackson, Miss., 12:30 p.m.(WSDMAM 1130, 12:15 p.m.)
Sat., Sept. 9- Cross Country, at Millikin Invitational, Decatur, Ill., 11 a.m.
Sat., Sept. 9- Soccer, at Centre College, Danville, Ky.,4 p.m.
Sept. 10- Soccer, at Centre College (vs. Transylvania Univ.), Danville, Ky., 4
p.m.
Sept. 13- Soccer, at Earlham College, Richmond,4 p.m.
Sept. 16- Athletic Hall Of Fame Induction, E-104, 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 16- Football, University Of The South, 1:30 p.m.(WSDM-AM 1130, 1:15
p.m.)
Sept. 16- Cross Country, at Principia College Invitational, Elsah, III., 11 a.m.
Sept. 16- Soccer, Univ. of Indianapolis, Jim Rendel Field, 11:30 a.m.

ENTERTAINMENT I LEISURE ff

a

e

SAB opening act, comedian John Heffron

Rose Hulman Drama Club
presents

Fri., Sept. 1- SAB Comedian, John Heffron, Main Dining Room,8 p.m. Free
Admission.
Mon., Sept. 4- Observatory Open For All Students, Faculty, Staff & Their
Families, 8:30-10 p.m.
Sept. 16- Educational Drama Workshop,"La Carpa," Featuring Shari Aronson,
Moench Hall Auditorium, 8:30 p.m.

The Learned Ladies
by

Moliere
—A Farce—

Sept. 23 - Fine Arts Series,"The Singing Hoosiers," Moench Hall

Read through to be at 7:00 pm on Tues, Sept 5
Auditions to be at 7:00 pm on Wed,Sept6
Both in the Auditorium

Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

ADDITIONALLY...

First Club Meeting of the Year

Mon., Sept. 4- Registration Deadline For Fall Quarter, 4 p.m.
Tue., Sept 5-Drama Club Auditions For Fall Play, Moench Hall Auditorium
Wed., Sept. 6- Drama Club Auditions For Fall Play, Moench Hall Auditorium
Sept. 14- Volunteer Fair, Dede Plaza, ISU, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sept. 15- Admissions Office Open House, Moench Hall Auditorium, 1 p.m.
Sept. 17 -- Rose Family Picnic, Lions Shelter No. 2, Deming Park, 5 p.m.
Sept. 22 - Admissions Office Open House, Moench Hall Auditorium, 1 p.m.

Thurs Aug 31 at 6:00 pm in the
Auditorium
Introductions of new and old members,
Discussion of this year's activities,
All-around great time!!!
Questions call Shawn Eads at
877-1575 Ext 244

Thorn Celebrates 25th Anniversary
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This Friday evening, at 8p.m.,
in the Main Dining room of the
Hulman Union, Student Activities
Board (SAB) will help you start
the school year with a bang.
Comedian John Heffron will
deliver his hilarious act free for
guests'
your
and
you
entertainment.
With his boyish good looks,
'John Heffron looks more like a
local delivery boy than a highly
regarded comedian. Looks can be
, deceiving.
This recent college graduate
began his career five years ago
and has since developed a wealth
of clean material on topics such as
growing up, dating, and life in
your typical dysfunctional family.
Heffron has a simple style of
performing. He seldom uses
obscene language in his act
because he believes it is a cheap
way of getting a laugh. If people
are paying money to see him
perform, he said he believes they
want to watch a more intelligent
Heffron
time
show. Every
performs, he goes through the
very
ritual;
he
is
same
superstitious. In his mind, the
quality of a show may depend on
whether or not he makes a simple
street light on his way to it. His
most outrageous superstition is
that before every show he always
must have one long and one short
piece of paper towel in each of his
pants pockets.
"I truly love being on stage,
just watching the people laugh,"
Heffron said. "The best thing is
when you see a person laugh so
hard that their drink comes out of
their nose." His ability to entertain
any audience has made him the
perfect opening act for concert
performers such as Tim Allen and
Richard Jeni, Bob Cat Goldthwait,
Carol Liefer, Psychedelic Furs,
and Hall & Oates. He has
performed at the Improv, MTV
comedy specials, and the Palace.
John's quick witted, insightful
and unique take on everyday
situations is the reason that
comedy veterans are calling him
one of the finest young comedians
working today. His youthful
appearance and TV quality humor
are sure to make John Heffron a
coast-to-coast campus favorite.

Contact &I Hatfield
at x8255 for more
information

Ads

SUBMISSIONS
TO CAMPUS EVENTS
Events may be published in Campus Events by any organization or individual. Simple announcements of times and locations
may be submitted to Campus Calendar, in care of Dale Long, associate director of communications, at Box 14 or extension 8418.
More detailed articles containing plans, agendas, and specific
information should be submitted to the Rose Bush, via Karen Pershing in the mailroom.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday, at noon, in
order to be published in Campus Events in the Rose Thorn on Friday.

The Rose Thorn is marking the silver anniversary of its goal to inform, challenge and
entertain the Rose-Hulman community.
In 1970 the Thorn began publication taking over for the Institute Inklings newsletter which
dedicated itself to covering campus news.
In the spring of 1993 the modern day Thorn was born as Paul Klenck oversaw the first issues
entirely laid out by Rose students. Until this time layout was done by Clinton Color Crafters in
Clinton, Indiana, the newspaper's printers.
Coinciding with the move to student layout the paper expanded from four to its present eight
page format. Gaining independence in the layout of the weekly paper, the Thorn moved to a new
goal of student written material. Throughout its history the Thorn has relied heavily on large ads,
press releases and material obtained through the College Press Service to fill its pages.
The 1994-95 school year saw the first major effort to print a newspaper written entirely by
students. News stories were increasingly covered by students, student opinion articles appeared
weekly and campus sports stories were written by Thorn staff members.
Highlights include the "N+1" page, a sometimes suggestive, vulgar yet often successful
attempt at humor. The board game parody "Screws and Matters" was made famous on this page
along with a section of memorable faculty quotes (or occasionally misquotes).
The "N+1" page made a comeback with the Thron, an eight page issue appearing April 1 (or
so) last year dedicated to cracking a smile in even the hardest working IC student.
The Thom received its fifteen minutes of fame when NBC weatherman Willard Scott aired a
picture of then young IU student, Jane Pauley, which earlier appeared in a Thorn feature known as
Decent Chick of the Week.
In a related story, the Thorn has not yet received the rights to print any Doonesbury comics.
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Possible arsons among summer security concerns
by Kevin Gaither
Thorn Reporter
Arson attempts, vandalism,
and alcohol-related incidents
raised security concerns for RoseHulman during the summer.
"The possibility of extensive
damage or harm to some member
of the community and obviously
the potential danger to the residents of Rose-Hulman is of
utmost concern," explained Jess
Lucas, vice president of student
affairs.
On July 19th somewhere
between 6-6:30 a.m., a person or a
group of people set fire to apiece
of material pushed under the door
of Polly Seamon, art curator of
Rose-Hulm an.

Security received a call
around 6:45 a.m. from one of the
cleaning staff who had smelled
smoke in Moench Hall. The fire
was then immediately extinguished.
The incident had melted some
of the carpet in the room and
burned one side of the door.
The same day, a fire box was
pulled in E section.
Lucas believes that the incidents were not related, but the
arson attempts are under investigation.
"I personally think there is a
strong possibility that it was
someone on campus," he stated.
Lucas continued, "However,
there is nothing yet to point in

either direction."
The Fire Marshal of Vigo
County was brought in to analyze
the materials used in the arson
attempts.
Besides the fires on July 19th,
other incidents occurred on campus during the summer months.
These definitely involved people
living on campus.
On one occasion a number of
Operation Catapult students were
sent home due to illegal use of
alcohol.
Also, three Young Scholars
were sent home because they
trashed Blumberg Hall while the
Operation Catapult participants
were having a farewell dinner.
The three involved used shay-

ing cream to graffiti the floors and
walls of the Catapult dorms.
Those implicated were immediately sent home.
"It may not be obvious to
everyone, but due to these incidents among others, things are
being watched more carefully,"
Lucas confirmed.
"More staff have been added
to be able to control things outside
the academic classes," he summarized.
"We're trying to make things
as normal as possible without
interfering with anyone's rights,"
Lucas stated about the regular
school year.
Night patrols going from hall
to hall, phones being installed

us out of the pack of science of
engineering schools," Howard
said.
Howard added that the laptop
gave something new for interested
visitors to consider and emphasized Rose's efforts to stay on the
cutting edge of technology.
The basic cost the of the computer, including a Microsoft software package, came to $3250.
This software package included
Maple, Cadkey, Math Office and
Visual C++. Upgrades in memory
and CPU were available at an
additional cost.
According to Kevin Davidson,
director of Waters Computing
Center, the laptops bring a vast
new responsibility to the computing center. Davidson said that this
is the first time Waters has taken
efforts to support student owned
computers. In the past Waters
made their advice available but
made no formal obligation to students.
The AMS model was selected
by the laptop committee because it

was considered the best computer
within the group's selected price
range. According to Davidson,
competition may increase in the
next few years from companies
such as Toshiba and Compaq
when the program gains permanency.
For Davidson and others on
the committee the laptop program
has been a year in the making with
regards to selecting a computer
and putting a system in place to
use them. Many of the programs
necessary to connect the laptops to
the computer network were writ-
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Laptops will integrate computers
into all areas of study
by David Hile
News Editor
classrooms
have
Several
received a facelift this summer in
preparation of the institute's move
to have every incoming student
purchase their own personal laptop for class use.
So far, ten classrooms have
been made assessable for laptop
use. Modifications include power
connections, special lighting and
projector screens which enable
professors to display their laptop
monitor for the class.
were
Entering
freshmen
required to purchase a personal
AMS laptop designed to integrate
computers into all areas of study.
The laptop solution became popular over the alternative of making
several more classrooms computer
labs to accommodate changes in
curricula.
The commitment to laptops
became a positive selling point for
prospective Rose students according to Chuck Howard, director of
Admissions. "The laptops pulled

outside the halls, and the residence halls being locked after visitation hours are major steps being
taken by security this year to
ensure safety of both men and
women on campus.
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Rose Haman
Catholic Stubent Association
affiliated with
St. Josepfrs Campus Center

Some Tings You Ouobt to Know

ten by Waters employees.
The first week of laptop use
did see its share of problems. Students were often waiting as long
as an hour to login during orientation exercises. Morning orientation sessions were canceled on
Tuesday when the laptops were
unable to connect to the network.

OLIN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE I
issued through the program are
used for the expansion and renovation of existing buildings originally funded by the Foundation's
regular construction grants.
A $4.75 million gift from the
Foundation made it possible in
1983 to build F.W. Olin Hall at
Rose-Hulman. The facility houses
the departments of civil engineering and chemical engineering as
well as general purpose classrooms.
"The opening of F.W. Olin
Hall 12 years ago inspired a
period of academic improvement
that now makes it possible for us
to take an important next step to
provide the most modern educational facilities for our faculty and
students," Hulbert explained.
Presdient Hulbert digs in at the groundbreaking of the Olin expanThe F.W. Olin Foundation is sion project. The project will be funded by a $3.5 million grant
the only United States foundation from the Olin Foundation.
File Photo
that has a regular and long-standconstruction and equipment of programs and leadership.
ing grant program to support the
new buildings. The Foundation's
physical facility needs of indepen- grants are
The Foundation was estabintended as a strong
dent colleges and universities with
lished
in New York in 1938 by
endorsement of an institution's
grants covering the total cost of
Franklin W. Olin.

Saturday Evening Wass - begins September 2ndat
7:00 pm. We cerebrate the Eucharist in the TR,Wpom
ofthe Student 'Union.
Saturday, September 9th - Special Wass Time: 5:00.
Special-(Place: Outdoors(6y the volThybalrcourts).
Wass will-6efotrowed by a picnic sponsored by St.
Joseph Campus Center(Catholic Campus Winistiy
for all-students ofarea campuses)andgames.
Campus Winistty Office grours: Wednesdaysfrom
12 noon 'td2pm. In the music room ofthe Student

he Rose

Stop by Room C 216
or call x8255
for more information.
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Is the government now strong enough to fight all ofits money problems?
George Will
Syndicated
Columnist
The
litlik Washing/on Post

WASHINGTON—The Georgia politician was in high gear
and high dudgeon:
"Our government in Washington now is a horrible
bureaucratic mess. It is disorganized, wasteful, has no purpose, and its policies--when
they exist--are incomprehensible or devised by special-interest groups with little or no
regard for the welfare of the
average American citizen."
And:
"We've developed in recent
years a welfare government ....
We've seen evolved a bloated,
confused, bureaucratic mess.
The American people believe
that we ought to control our
government. On the other
hand, we've seen government
more and more controlling us."
Lyrics by Speaker Gingrich?
who
Georgian
the
No,
unleashed those anti-Washington salvos was Jimmy Carter,
campaigning--successfully--in
1976. The political archaeologist who unearthed these
shards of rhetoric, Pat Moynihan, did so to demonstrate that
the 1994 elections were important not as the beginning of
something but as the intensification of a familiar theme.

this sort of populist skepticism
about Washington, which is
one of the things that is frustrating to me when I identify
with it, just because I can't cut
through the fog that often surrounds us now and touch the
American people." Speaking of
fog, the president who used the
word "but" 62 times in this
year's State of the Union
address should not be surprised
that people wonder where he
stands. However, he is not the
only one in Washington whose
words do not seem to suit his
aspirations.
Wayne Gretzky, asked the
secret of his success in hockey,
said, "always skate to where
the puck is going, not to where
it's been." The continuity of
political rhetoric since Carter
contrasts sharply with the discontinuity of events, which
suggests that the political
class to some extent skating to

The president is not
the only one in Washington whose words
do not seem to suit his
aspirations
where the political puck has
been.
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Lawrence B. Lindsey, a Federal Reserve Board governor,
recently spoke of the "great
fervor, at times approaching a
religious conviction" of those
who argue that "money represents a covenant between government and people. In this
view, destroying the value of a
currency takes on a deep significance verging on immorality with respect to government
policy. To adherents of this
view, inflation is a form of
theft."

In the 1970s, inflation, then
called "public enemy number
During Carter's years there one," was considered democwas much talk about democra- racy's systemic disease. The
cies being "ungovernable." fear was that democracy causes
The principal cause of this was inflation (politicians constantly
public's
the
to
inflation, the government's respond
and
benefits,
for
demands
failure to preserve the currency
to
as a store of value. Inflation, never have to respond
to fund
taxes
for
demands
the great radicalizer of the
them) and democracy cannot
middle class, prepared the
fight inflation (because fightToday's president says (to ground for conservatism's cri- ing it involves inflicting shortreporter Richard Reeves, in tique of government's moral term pain for long-term gain
the current issue of Washing- standing rather than just gov- and democracy cannot do that).
ton Monthly), "I share a lot of ernment's performance.
So democracies would pile up
debts and then devalue the
debts with inflation--a form of
slow-motion repudiation.
5500 Wabash Avenue, Box 2034
Terre Haute,Indiana 47803-3999
Two decades later the record
Phone:(812) 877-8255
suggests that American democracy is better than that. It is
Editor-in-Chief Frank Pfeiffer
because the public is not ruinFeatures Editor Steven Williams
ously foolish and because the
News Editor David Hile
Sports Editor Chip Bradway
government is stronger than
Campus Editor Brett Jones
Layout Editor Chris Lawrence
Copy Editor Tony Miller
Advertising Manager Edward Hatfield
Business Manager Doug Ihrig
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Thomas Hill, Jamie Kawabata, Bob
Flaherty and Nate Terpstra
Sports Reporters Joel Gillespie, Mike Miller and Greg Rossi
Columnists Greg Hawkins and Eric Schmidt
Photographers Ben Jackson and Chris Dolphy
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The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays at
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology.
The Rose Thorn welcomes letters and comments front its readers. We
request that all letters to the editor be less than 300 words long. The editors
reserve the right to edit letters for grammar, clarity and length (if over 300
words). All letters to the editor must contain the writer's signature, class year
and phone number. All submissions will be confirmed before publication.
Letters may be sent by electronic mail to Thorn@Rose-Hultnan.Edu, but still
must contain the writer's phone number for confirmation. For prompt
publication, letters should be typewritten or printed by computer. All letters
for an issue of the Thorn must be received before noon on the Tuesday prior
to publication.
We would like to remind our readers that the views expressed in the
Thorn do not necessarily represent the opinions of anyone other than the
original author.

pessimists assumed. Yes, stronger. Which brings us to the deficit. Politicians treat it as
"public enemy number one,"
which may be another instance
of the political class skating to
where the puck used to be.
The Congressional Budget
Office projects a deficit this
year of $169 billion, the smallest deficit as a percentage of
gross domestic product--2.3
percent--since 1979, when the
deficit was 1.7 percent of GDP.
One reason it was so low in
1979 was that the income tax
system had not yet been
indexed, so raging inflation
gave government a windfall
through "bracket creep"--a

The deficit is projected to begin rising
sharply in a few years
unless medical and
retirement programs
are restrained
constant, silent tax increase.
Economic growth is better
and public spending is slower
(the former perhaps partly
because of the latter) than had
been expected. Granted, the
deficit is projected to begin rising sharply in a few years
unless medical and retirement

programs are restrained. But
perhaps they will be.
Such programs are no longer
referred to as they were in
1979 as "uncontrollables."
Government may now have
sufficient strength, meaning
moral authority, to inflict the
pains necessary for it to
become smaller than it might
otherwise become. Which suggests an interesting incohercontemporary
in
ence
conservatism's complaint that
government is "too big and too
strong." Soon we shall see if
the government is strong
enough to deal with the nolonger deniable crisis in Medicare.

...About George Will
George E Will, whose newspaper column has been syndicated by
The Washington Post Writers
Group since 1974, today appears in
more than 475 papers. In 1976, Will
became a regular Newsweek contributor, providing the back-page
essay twice a month. In the same
year, he won a Pulitzer Prize for
commentary for his newspaper column.
Will has also garnered top honors for his Newsweek columns,
including a fmalist citation in the
Essays and Criticism category of the
1979 National Magazine Awards.

The Rose Thorn

is looking for talented writers
* news reporters * features writers
* sports writers * columnists
* people who like to see
their name in print
Stop by C 216
or call x8255
for more information.
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Students should take more than skills to workplace A few words of
A few had calves
were grazing.
bouncing along behind them; even
more were due to have any time.

by Frank Pfeiffer
Editor-in-Chief
When I got home from Rose for
the summer, I couldn't help but notice
that my dad was walking with a
poorly suppressed limp.
"Well," he explained, "it hapened
rather suddenly, like I pulled a muscle
in my leg." The dark clouds gathering
overhead only added to my fears that
this would not be an easy sumer.
I looked out across the fields as
the rain fell, out to where corn should
have already been ankle-high. The
soil lay untouched since the fall, and
wild grasses thrived there.
"It's been raining so hard, I can't
get into the field. My leg hurts so
bad, I think I'm going to have to quit
working at the factory."

Twenty three -- all present and
accounted for. No one hiding in tall
grass somewhere wishing secretly for
a cow-obstetrician. That often has to
be me.
Another clear day let me finish
plowing and get ready to disc the
overturned sod. Two more days and
I'd gone over it five times, each time
leaving the soil more mellow and fine.
I thought about farmers who till messages to airplanes. I don't have that
kind of time.
"Things still aren't picking up. I'll
talk to Steve in R&D, and I'll get back
with you later in the week. We'll have
to play this by ear and go from there."
Thanks. I needed that. Gives me more
time to... farm.

I've always thought that telephone
conversations lacked the power that
eye contact gives to those who wield
it well, and ten minutes later I rang
the bell at the home of the president
of the company.
Divine Providence sends water to
the parched -- I arrived just in time for
dessert. He and I left the table for the
more formal setting of the livingroom,
and I began to weave my web of final
exams and cows and corn. Words
were chosen on the fly, but were chosen well. I finaly laid down the bottom line, the reason for my visit, each
word pronounced slowly so as to add
the necessary melodrama.
"The truth is, well-tilled soil will
not pay for college in the fall. I need
to work now."
The next day, I returned to work.

We are continually being tested by
both God and man.
Each time I have a talk
with my boss, I change
slightly his perception
of me, and I continue to
develop my interper"Things are a little
through
skills
sonal
slow now, but I'm sure
communioral
improved
they'll pick up soon.
Today I am Dad's copilot, and God is mine
cation. And when the
Can you come back in a
My job while actually planting the rain ruins a crop, or the cows run
week?
corn is to ride on the planter to ensure through a fence, I know that I cannot
At home, Dad was getting the tracthat each box is planting properly. simply walk away.
tor ready to plow -- over-filling all the
is not a place to stand provided,
vital fluids just enough to allow it to There
I have learned to deal with such
a task is only one of many
and
such
use a little. I suppose I was never
things that make farming the most problems and keep a cool head, and
really asked, but I climbed up onto
hazardous occupation. Any safety
my employer knows that. A company
that big green machine and headed to
manual would decry what I do as dan- could hire any graduate with a decent
the field.
gerous, but today I am Dad's copilot,
academic record, but many choose to
"We'll call you for dinner," he said
and God is mine.
focus on those traits that reach beyond
as he turned and walked slowly
toward the house.
We finished the field as the noon- the quantifiable. The best skill any
The next day was brighter -- the
rain subsided -- and I
decided to stop in at the
plant where I've had an
internship for three summers.

On the way to the field, I drove
through the pasture where the cows

I
day sun waned into evening.
cleaned myself up and hit the road.

person could bring to a workplace is
humility.

optimism...

by Eric Schmidt
Thorn Columnist
From what I've heard, this is the largest and most diverse class ever to enter
ladies).
(Welcome,
Rose-Hulman
Although I've only been here a few
days myself, I have picked up enough to
know that every freshman here carries
with them a varying degree of reservation about the four years they are about
to undertake. I, too, am nervous about
Rose, but I try to keep in mind the fact
that this institute would not have me if
they did not believe in me.
Though my stomach flutters at the
thought of this challenge, my head tells
me I will eventually find great success,
as will you. So please pay attention to
this short homage, and try not to stress
out over this whole thing. Welcome to
the giant springboard called Rose-Hulman.

Success
We've left the safety of our homes
Where everything is sure and tame
And nervously approached a place
Where no one's ever heard our names
We've broken bonds of childhood
That tie us to our innocence
We've left ourselves exposed and bare
And practically without defense
But think of this, my freshman friends
We're sure to live to tell our tale
This place so wondrously intense
Does not believe that we will fail
For we are in conviction strong
And in our heads we hold the key
To flip a failing nation 'round
And wrench it from its misery
For we are stars that grace the night
And ease a world in distress-Though we have doubts, we'll persevere
And through them find success.

Society should not be held accountable for the mistakes of individuals
by Steven Williams
Features Editor
The next time you hear someone
using society as an excuse for any
or all of the problems in the world
today, think twice.
When someone blames society,
that individual is suggesting that
people share a common set of ideas
and can be held accountable as a
group for their mistakes. It is
implied that this group has a set of
opinions, larger and more important than the specific ideas belonging to the individuals.
As an individual, can you think
of views that you feel a majority of
society shares? Do you have ideas
that are not in the majority? Having
ideas is part of being human. There
is nothing wrong with having
unique ideas or sharing ideas and
holding common views with other
people. However, to maintain a
focus on society as a whole is to
deny the ideas of the individual.
This process of solving a problem by focusing solely on society is
flawed in two ways. First, the
whole idea of society is too often
abused to be an effective component of an argument. The very concept of society is often used and
misused to make rash generalizations or to sensationalize an issue.
Secondly, there is no way to quantify the values and morals of even a
small group of people.

In most large problems, the
focus is not limited to society. Problem solvers often narrow their
views to the individual. The problem solver can begin by giving statistics on the number of alcoholrelated traffic accidents in today's
society, but by the end of the discussion, the focus must move to the
individual drunk driver -- the
human.
It only takes one person acting
selfishly to ruin the privileges and
rights of a group of people. Similarly, it only takes a few people acting in an "immoral" way for some
individuals to make generalized
and unjustifiable judgments about
society and its decadence.
Comparisons between today's
society and societies of the past are
often made to prove a point. Usually, these comparisons are made to
suggest that society suffers from a
general moral decline and a
decreasing value system.
As stated before, it is impossible
to quantify the morality of society.
It is possible to dredge up dry numbers and draw colorful but bleak
charts about divorce rates today as
compared with twenty years ago.
You can even place the charts about
divorce next to graphs on drug
abuse and murder and crime rates.
You can make it appear that Armageddon is tomorrow, but you
should not be able to make a simple
statement about the decay of soci-

ety without getting
looks.

suspicious

Yet these statements are frequently made on the news, in conversation, in the local newspaper,
and people do not think twice.
Many accept pessimism as the only
sane view of society.

able ten years ago? How can this be
considered proof of society's
decline?

If today's society has more drug
addiction, more divorce, more murder, and more sexual assault, it does
not necessarily mean that society
has a declining set of values, or that
It is not necessary to have quan- our morals are lacking. It means
titative data to do a qualitative anal- that there are a larger number of
ysis. However, even making a drug addicts, failed marriages,
qualitative analysis of society is criminals, and rapists or that the
impossible. Views change. Opin- existence of this portion of society
ions change. Something which one is more apparent because of
person
considered
acceptable increased news coverage and
twenty years ago, may not be con- increased discussion of theft existsidered acceptable by that person ence.
today.
This is not to say that we should
Acceptance is done on an individual level. Why do we insist on
pointing at society and claiming
that a certain activity performed
today would not have been accept-

lessen news coverage of the aforementioned criminal activities. In
fact, it could be regarded as an
improvement to society that we are
more aware of these problems. As
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with any problem, the awareness of
the problem is the first step in finding the problem's solution. Identifying the problem and then
pointing at something as intangible
as society will seldom carry us to
the solution. Bringing society into
the picture will only cloud the real
issue.
If the concept of society must be
used in arguments, then it must be
used sparingly. It should be neither
the starting point nor the finishing
point. We could benefit by focusing
less on society and more on the real
issues at hand. We could benefit by
realizing that society is not an
entity and cannot be blamed and
cannot accept blame when it is
blamed. Society does not feel guilt.
Society cannot be expected to heal
itself. The healing, if it is indeed
necessary must be done by the individual -- the human.

The Rose
Thorn is
on the Net.
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lyn Pieper at South Knox High School
from 1988-91, and has worked at numerous basketball camps, including camps
run by Schwartz at Vincennes.

Linda Lane of Terre Haute has been
hired as a part-time assistant coach for the
women's basketball program.
Lane, 30, will assist Head Coach
Wanda Schwartz, who was hired to be the
Engineers' first women's head basketball
coach on June 1 of this year.

"I've seen Linda coach at the high
school level and at
camps, and it is very
easy to see that she

"I'm very excited to have the opportunity to represent Rose-Hulman and to get
to work with Wanda," Lane stated. "It is a
tremendous opportunity to assist in starting a new women's program."
Lane played for Schwartz for two seasons at Vincennes University under her
maiden name of Linda Bilskie. There she
was voted the team's Most Valuable
Player and Mental Attitude Award Winner.
She moved on to play for the University of

orts.September I, 1995

has a knack for communicating the fundamentals,"
Linda Lane

Schwartz.

photo by Darin Bryan

Indianapolis for her final two collegiate
seasons.
Lane served as the junior varsity basketball and volleyball coach under Caro-

"She has a tre-

Ferland's first goal came just
14 seconds into the contest.
Sophomore Andy Zehnder
scored one of the Engineers' other goals.
Head Coach Greg Ruark's
Engineers will play their final exhibition game this Thursday
when they face Purdue at 4 p.m.
in West Lafayette.
"I've been pleased with our

Lane, a 1983 South Knox High School

preseason work to this point,"
said Ruark. "We are in decent
shape and the team has displayed
an excellent work ethic, which
are both keys to a successful season."
Rose-Hulman opens the 1995
regular season on Sept. 5 with a 4
p.m. home match vs. Marian College.

education from Vincennes University in
1985. She graduated from the University
of Indianapolis with a bachelor of science - degree in education in 1987, and returned •
to Vincennes to
earn a second asso-

"[Linda] has a tremendous
amount of enthusiasm and
is a very dedicated
individual."
- Head Coach Wanda
Schwartz

mendous amount of
enthusiasm and is a very dedicated individual," Schwartz continued.

Soccer team opens exhibition
season with victory over ISU
The Rose-Hulman soccer
team began the 1995 exhibition
season Saturday with a 5-1 victory over the Indiana State University soccer club at Jim Rendel
Field.
Senior forward Gabe Ferland,
the school's career scoring leader, hasn't missed a beat -- celebrating the exhibition opener
with a hat trick.

said

graduate, earned an associate degree in

ciate degree in physical therapy in 1992.
cur-

is

Lane

rently employed as a .
therapy
physical

assistant at Union
Hook •
Hospital's
Rehabilitation Center. She and her husband, Eric, have two children -- Adam,
three, and Audra,two months.

Cross Country News
Women's Cross Country Team Begins Workouts
Four women student-athletes will begin cross country

before jumping into a meet situation," said Head Coach Bill

workouts this week as members
of the first women's athletic
team in school history.

Welch."Once the women finish
their freshman orientation sessions they will begin work-

Members of the women's
team are expected to report this
week and begin conditioning
practices to ready them for their

outs."

first intercollegiate competition later in the season.
"We met as a team and
decided that we should get
some training under our belt

Women who plan to run
cross country include:
Violet Batten

Fr.

Maggie Boozer

Fr.

Ann Christensen

Fr.

Kelly Kozdras

Fr.

Men's Cross Country Team Runs At Indiana State
men's
Rose-Hulman's
cross country team begins the
1995 regular season this Satur-

11111410
Rose-Hulman90.5FM
Anyone interested in helping with the student run
radio station contact Box 2039 or call x8350 and
leave a message. Opportunites in engineering,
DJ-ing, production and many others.

Head

Coach

Bill

Welch's

squad, including Anderson and

beginning at 9 a.m.

senior Mark Law.
Also returning are last sea-

annual

son's high scorer, sophomore

intrasquad run last Saturday in
preparation for the upcoming

Nate Terpstra, and last season's

season.

photo by James Mann

Seven lettermen return for

day when they run at the Indiana State Sycamore Pride Run

The Engineers held their
Stomp
Engineers'

Senior Co-Captain Gabe Ferland scored a hat trick this past Saturday in an exhibition matchup
against the Indiana State University soccer club. The Engineers won 5-1.

personal best for Anderson.

Underclass-

Most Promising

man, sophomore Jason Long.

Eleven runners competed
Saturday, with senior Kenny
Anderson recording the best
time of the day, 13:24.6 over

finisher at both

the 4K course. This time was a

Regional.

Long was the team's top

Championship

the ICAC

and

NCAA

Football team opens this weekend in St. Louis
Linebackers Todd Melby and
Bryan Hagelskamp, as well as
Stephen
lineman
defensive
Huwe, are freshmen who can
expect to see action this season.
These three players, along with
Camell, Sharp, and defensive
linemen Chad Schwartz, were
recognized by Duncan as pleasant surprises so far this season.

by Joel Gillespie
Sports Reporter
An experienced Rose-Hulman Engineer football team will
take the field Saturday in the season opener against Washington
University in St. Louis. The
Engineers retain their entire
offensive line and defensive
backfield from last season. In
fact, fifteen starters are back in
all, and expectations are high
that, if the team can avoid injuries, they can improve on last
year's 7-3 mark.
Last season, the Engineers'
option attack pummeled opponents, gaining more than 400
yards rushing in three consecutive games. At 310.4 yards per
game, Rose had the fourth-best
running game in all of Division
111.
Head Coach Scott Duncan
thinks those kinds of numbers are
possible again this year -- if
things go their way. "First of all,
we need to stay healthy," said
Duncan. "Also, we caught a few
teams by surprise last season,
and we need to stay ahead schematically this year if we want to
have a chance to be that successful again."
Todd Harris returns at the
helm of the Engineers' offense.
The senior quarterback rushed
for 714 yards and seven touchdowns last season, while passing
for 942 yards and seven more
scores. Those numbers earned
him first-team all-ICAC status,
Harris was joined by two
other returning starters on that
team: tailback A.J. Wilkerson
and offensive tackle Greg Rosinski. Wilkerson rushed for 951

This is the fourth consecutive
season the Engineers have
opened the season against Washington, with the Bears winning
all three previous meetings. Last
year, the Engineers took a 31-14
halftime lead at Phil Brown
Field, but the Bears scored 26
unanswered points in the second
half on their way to a 40-31 victory.

Senior Quarterback Todd Harris is back at the helm for the Engineers this season. Last season Harris earned a spot on the all-ICAC football team.
photo by James Mann

yards and nine touchdowns. Rosinski has been named to several
preseason all-America teams
this season.
Returning to help Rosinski
plow holes for the Engineer runners are tackle Neil Powell,
guards Ryan Summers and
Nathan Subvert, and center Brandon Boone. Boone was named to
the honorable mention all-ICAC
team last season.
Stuart Quay was Hammack's
backup at fullback last year, and
he will step into the starting job
this season. Eric Gappa, honorable mention all-ICAC last year,
and a first-teamer two years ago,
returns at wide receiver, and

David Camell looks to crack the
starting lineup at tight end.
Filling out the rest of the
Engineer lineup proved to be a
little tricky for the Engineer
coaches. Experience was needed
at the defensive end and backup
fullback positions, so a little
swapping took place. Jason
Tolle, who was a starter last season at defensive tackle, was
asked to move to fullback, while
former starting tight end Matt
Allen made the switch to defensive end.
Duncan commented, "Allen
has really come on; we think
he'll do a good job. You really
need two fullbacks in an option

offense, and Jason Tolle looks
pretty good back there. We think
we made a good move with those
two."
Tolle is still expected to be
used on the defensive line in
pass-rushing situations.
Clinton Sharp returns as a
starter at defensive end, and last
year's leading tackler, Brian
Crissman, will again roam as the
middle linebacker in the Engineers' 4-3 arrangement. Cornerbacks Jerome Williams and Tony
Hinkle and safeties Tony Kohl
and Chris Blanton will patrol the
defensive backfield. Kohl was a
special-teams menace last season, blocking seven kicks in all.

"We've been reminding (the
players] of that game every
chance we get," Duncan pointed
out.
The Engineers will be shooting for their first season-opening
win since 1987, when the team
finished 9-1.
Although preseason practice
has been going well, it's hard to
tell how the team is doing without playing a game, according to
Duncan. "We'll be able to tell
you a lot more about this team
next weekday," he said.
Having won their conference
last season, Wash. U. is expected
to pose a stiff test for the Engineers. The Bears return their
starting quarterback and a huge
offensive line.
Kickoff is at 1:30 p.m., and
the game can be heard on
WSDM-AM 1130.

Young Executives to fill leadership and management positions
in a dynamic, worldwide company dedicated to excellence.
$25,000 per year to start with, guaranteed raises to $40,000+
in just four years! Top health, recreation, and vacation
benefits. Interested? Then,

BE AN AIR FORCE OFFICER!!!

.JSAF
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Head Football Coach Scott Duncan will lead his team into battle against Washington University this
Saturday. The Engineers will try to improve on last year's 7-3 record.
photo by James Mann

1995 Football Schedule
Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 30
Oct. 7

at Washington
1:30 p.m.
at Milsaps
12:30 p.m.
U. OF SOUTH
1:30 p.m.
at Anderson*
1:30 p.m.
MANCHESTER* 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 14
Oct. 21
Oct. 28
Nov.4
Nov. 11

* - Denotes ICAC game

at DePauw*
FRANKLIN*
HANOVER*
at Wabash*
at U. of Chicago

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

AIR FORCE JOB BENEFITS
Compare the facts:

Private Sector

Guaranteed salary in one of hundreds of career fields
Full medical care for you and your family
30 days of vacation with pay each year
Potential for excellent retirement benefits after 20 years
No experience necessary, we give it to you, and you
can apply it later in a civilian job—you can't lose!!!

Get all
the facts!
Contact
Air Force
ROTC at
877-8491

You'll move forward ...fast!
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EXPRESS
HLOLARSH1PS!
o Designedfor students already in college
0 Pay up to 100% oftuition, books &fees
0 Availablefor Engineering, Math, Physics,
and Computer Science majors

Art & Sheila's
Barber and Styling
1919 Maple Avenue, Terre Haute, Indiana
Open 6 Days a Week 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Holidays

HAIR CUTS $3.00

The Rose Thorn•

Entertainment •

Top Ten Reasons I'm Glad
to be Back at Rose
9.
8.

I'm hypmotized by them laptops.
I'm still trying to find some windows in Crapo.

7.

Life sucks without NewsGrazer.

6.

Nowhere else do books so bad cost so much.

5.

Bill Gates says I should be.

4

Without Hautians, our lives feel empty and devoid
of meaning.

3.

New phones at dorm doors allow us to put long
distance on Sam's tab.

2.

I was told Army ROTC plans to "rub out" Barney.

1.

COED!!!
Courtesy C-216
Cracked Cymbals by khYlatti A. Slayton

Classified Advertisements
FOR SALE: Dorm refrigerator, $25;
Microwave oven, $75;14-inch color
computer monitor, $75; all in good
condition. Call Darin Bryan, x-8180.

10. Dilbert!
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FOR SALE: Two standard bed-lofts.
Perfect for small dorms. Call Adrian()
Silva at 877-6553.
We will have a PICNIC ON THE
LAWN'. for new and returning students Tues., Aug. 29, 5:00-7:00 p.m.,
United Ministries Center, 321 N. 7th
St. Come by for hamburgers, hot dogs,
and fun!
Get away from it all by CAMPING
OVERNIGHT at beautiful McCormick's Creek State Park Fri., Sept. 8,
5:00 p.m. - Sat., Sept. 9, 5:00 p.m. Call
United Ministries Center, 321 N. 7th
St., by Sept. 6 to make reservations.
Call 232-0186 for more information.
For reflection and discussion about
scripture and our lives, come to FAITH
DISCOVERY on Tuesdays at 4:00
p.m., United Ministries Center, 321 N.
7th St. Phone: 23,?--0186. Begins
Sept. 5. All students welcome.
Come to FAITHTALK Tuesdays, 6:30
p.m., RH1T Union Buildin.q Readin.q
Room, for discussion on life and faith
issues. Sponsored by United Minis-

tries Center, 321 N. 7th St., 232-0187.
ALL ABOUT LIFE is real talk about
real life on Wednesdays,
7:00 p.m., United Ministries Center,
321 N. 7th St., 232-0186. Begins
Aug. 30.
We play VOLLEYBALL every Thurs.
night at 8:00 p.m. at St. Joseph Parish
Center (5th and Ohio Streets). Begins
Aug. 31. Drop in for a friendly game.
Sponsored by United Ministries Center, 321 N. 7th St., 232-0186.
JOY MAKERS (Clown
REHEARSALS Tuesdays,

Ministry)

5:00 p.m., United Ministries Center,
321 N. 7th St.
Begins Sept. 5. Students and community welcomel Call 232-0186 for more
information.
FACULTY & FRIENDS DISCUSSION GROUP will meet Fridays at
7:30-8:45 a.m. beginning Sept. 29 to
read and discuss Parker Palmer's "The
Active Life: Wisdom for Work, Creativity, and Caring." Convener Dr.
William Hughes, ISU faculty. Place:
United Ministries Center, 321 N. 7th
St. Call 232-018610 order book.
Come to AMERICAN BAPTIST STU-

ft/

DENT FELLOWSHIP DINNER Wed.,
Sept. 13, 5:30 p.m. for a home.-cooked
meal and fun with friends. United Ministries Center, 321 N. 7th St. Call 2320186 to register by Sept. 12. If you
need a ride, we can do that tool ALL
STUDENTS WELCOME!
Policies.
The Rose Thorn offers classified advertisements less than 30 words free to
Rose-Hulman students, .faculty, and
student organizations. For submissions
of more than 30 words, each additional
word is $0.10.
The Thorn reserves the right to refuse
advertising which the editors judge to
be discriminatory on the basis of race,
religion or sexual orientation, or that
promotes violence, illegal activities or
is in bad taste.
Submissions may be made at the Thorn
office (room C216), through the Thorn
Box 170, or by calling the Thorn at ext.
8255. Deadline for sumbissions is 5
p.m. the Wednesday prior to publication. Runs over one week must be
renewed weekly by contacting the
Thorn office, unless prior run arrangements have been made.
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"Now remember, your prescription is
very strong. If you look directly into
the sun, your head will catch fire."
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Listen, Sam, you can't solve all your problems by proving they don't exist.

by kit Nam
/

my LAPTOP
PC KEEPS
FREEZING UP,
COmE. TAKE
A LOOK AT
17.

iTHIN THIS ZONE
I AM A DEDICATED
EMPLOYEE; TOTALLY
' FOCUSED ON THE.
CORPORATE VISION.

j/

913

TELECOMPNOTING,
DOC76ERT. I CAN'T 13E
DISTRACTED 6Y HOmE
P ROZ-ECT5.

NOTHING CAN DISTRACT
FROV\ /./\`? FIRM
COMMITMENT TO THE
WORK-AT- HOME
P RI NCI P LE.

(DON'T COME ANOTHER
5TEP CLOSER. THIS 15
my VIRTUAL CUBICLE,
WITHIN 63HIC.1-1 I CAN
NOT 5E
DISTUR6ED.

FINE. I
THINK I'LL
SET THE
COUCH ON
FIRE

‘.5

(
THESE INVI5I6LE WALLS)
FORM A CONE OF
PRODUCTIVITY
AROUND ME.

okk\IOTIAE.R
I SWEAR ,
VICTORy
SOMEDAY
FOR THE.
PRINCIPLE
DISTRACTOR! LJILL (..311,
11

